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The City of Staunton in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia is well known for its caves and karst. First
known as Dogwood Cave, from the hill it is on, Staunton Caverns was renamed in 1907 when it was
commercialized.Though it was closed shortly afterwaritisemaineda favorite destination for the

caving youth of Staunton until the City closed it with a steel dgoaf laterwith a cementblock wall
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The Commercialization of Stauntd@averns

f -

a~
1 i : § : HADFIELY

Photograph of ayoung William Larner in EnglandFrom the greagrandchildren of William Larngr

The story of Staunn Caverns begins with an English staxason named William Larner. William was
born inHadfield, Derbyshire, England on ApBl 1856. 1881, inhis midH n,Qdvisited his brother in
Massacheetts, seeking a better life. He sent a message to his wifbgEsisking her and their two
children to come to America. They did.
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Fort Fairfield Maine, where William Larner moved his famflpm Massachusetts(From the geat-
grandchildren of William Larngr

From Massachusetts they moved to Maine where William worked in textile mills. After seeing a

brochure on Staunton, Virginian 1890 he took a tp to check out the town. He liked what he saw and

sent a message to Ber to bring their sixchildren to Staunton. Bs§ NR& NBLX & ¢l aX aLQ@S
already. Ifyouwanty® 2dz gAff KIFI@S (G2 O02YS FyR 3ISi dzaitdé S
Staunton, Virginia.



William Larnerin Staunton, Virginia(From the greagrandchildren of William Larngr

William initially contracted himself out as a masonry and cement forermaineventually went into
business for himself assilonemason. Iwvas his work aa stonemason thahas left anenduring legacy
around Staunton, Virginidt also led to thecommercialization of Staunton Caverns.

Just as thousands of people pass by the entrance to Staunton Caverns each day and do not know it is
there, tens of- thousands of people pass by the Larner stone veagh dayand do not know its history.
The following postcaisk N& SEF YLX Sa 2F | ¥S6 2F 2WrgidfiaA I Y [ | Ny SN



The main entrance to Thornrose Cemetergi-rom he collection of Dwane KnowlgsA story recorded

in the StauntonVa.News Leaderelated that whenLarner finished this archin 18% S af F AR | &f I ¢
Fo2@S GKS FNOKAYy3 SyiaNlryOS GKIFIG NBFRI W2AEEAFY [}

who was then president of the cemetery board, said the architecturdl Byy' S g1 & WwWi22 02YYS]I
KFR Al NBY20SR® ¢tKS ai2ySs K26SOSNE 46+ a ai2NBR ¢
Thomas, served as superintendent of Thornrose Cergedind had the stone restored to its original

LR AAGAZ2Y 6KSY |1 dzyGSNJ LI aaSR gl & d¢

This account differs from YBLS [ | NJyuStNdp@age O7pOn2r book. Yad, a granddaughtein-law
of William Larner, credits Thomas Hounihan as the superintendent atiioned the stone to its proper
place. The greatgrandchildrerof William Larnereport thatz A £ f A |, Whondasn&v&nivas

& dzLIS NR& y G Sy R Sy (i , Matihidgiwaszfok many\yea¥sQa a2y



Staunton,Va, Thornrose Cemelexsiiain Entrance =Arch and ﬁ)wek

ThornroseCemeteryarch, footbridge, and towerbuilt by William Larne& Company (From the
Lambert achives, Monterey, Mginia)
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VIEWS IN THORNROSE CEMETERY, STAUNTON, VA.

ThornroseCemeteng first three vaults. The vaults on the right were built by William Lar8er
Company (From the Lambertrahives, Monterey, Mginia)



The now denolished Staunton Military Academywhich required the layingf 1.5 million cement
blocks n a fourmonth period. William Larner & Companin addition to laying stongalso made and
laid cement block (From the Lambertrghives, Monterey, Mginia)



f?:TAUNTON, Va. Emmanuel Church

The stoneand brickwork on Emmanuel Episcopal Churbhilt by William Larne& Company (From
the Lambert achives, Monterey, Mginia)



The retaining wall aMary BaldwinSeminary(now University built by William Larne& Company
(From the Lambertrghives, Monterey, Mginia)
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The retaining wall at Stuart Habuilt by William Larne& Company (From the Lambertrahives,
Monterey, \irginia)

In Junel904, Larnepurchasedalmostfour acres of land about a mile from the then corporate limits of
Staunton,Virginig along the road to Middlebrook and opened a quar§ome newspaper reports from
that time indicate a quarralreadyexisted at the site.Dr. Terri Brow (Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation) reports the quarry produoehed stone in the late 1868 The
Beekmantown limestone at this location contains fracturing so dense that the bedrock exslzty
cleavage The quarry operatiowas able to take advantage of this natural weakness in the bedrock to
extract blocks of limestonef uniform thicknesses for building purposes.



WILLIAM LARNER.

William Larner (From StauntonVa.Dispatch and News Historical and Industrial Edition, January) 1906

Laternewspaper reports claimxgavations near t southern boundary opened a 40 fedeep pit

under a walnut tree Staunton, VaDispatch & Newszported on May 19, 190the pit wasalready

known asDogwood Cavgossibly because it is @flank of DogwoodHill. William, who had gained a
few pounds by this timand was describedsat LJ2 Ndescénéed into the cave and had a great deal of
RAFTFAOMz & 3ISGOGAY3T 2dzi o GbSEG GAYS HedidBeartingy 0 2
work inthe summer ofL906William sealed off the original entrance with a corterbuilding and

opened a new entrancikom Middlebrook RoadLarneralsosecured permission to develop that

portion of the cave under the property of Mr. Harry Burneftt the samdime, William was expanding

his quarrying businesand started making cement blocks. As a relBaltook on a partnervir. John B.
Smith, in theventures.

The first expenses for Staunton Caverns were recarigeithe Wm. Larner kdger on page 124 under
dFNYSNI 3 { YAGK { G} dzydnauy 1,/1902T8eNafgest Infle d8psrsdwias O i ¢
150 feet of tunnel at $1@er foot--- $1500.00.His quarryme @nneling operation left the first room
devoid of formations.The secondargest expenseecordedwasfor acetylene plant pipes, $125Since

there is no listing for an acetylene plaittmust have been included with the pipe$he total recorded

for Larner and Smitto commercialize the caverngas $1725.80.



J. B. SMITH.

John B. Smith(From StauntonVa.Dispatch and News Historical and Industrial Edjtiamuary 1906




Notice the round building covering the natural entran@dong the skylind y G KA & SI NI & wmdpnnc
the blasted entrance below and slightly to the right in the quakBrom he archival files of Gary K.
Soule, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin

While an article publishedn the Staunton Va.,Spectator and Vindicatam Sepember 13, 1907
indicatedStaunton Caverns hatl NS O S y (i €, the fest. #cyisRrom the cave recorded in the
ledger were orAugust 2, 190,for $2.5Q Reporters had been allowed into the caverns during the
commercialization and their articlegrved as free advertisemefdr the venture Phil and Charlotte
Lucas of the Virginia Speleological Survbglieve this was the first commercial cave in the United
States to be illuminated with acetylemgs lights Thesewere later replaced with electrigghts. It was
open from 7 an.to 5 pm.

Entrance to Staunton Caverrmeforethe cinder block wdlwas installed.(From the geat-grandchildren
of William Larner



Theentrance to Staunton Caverrduring the installation ofhe cinder block wall (From the geat-
grandchildren of William Larngr

An August 9, 190drticlein the Staunton Va.,Spectator and Vindicat@ NI 33SR>X da2 NB OKLl Yo
be developed as the soundings indicate others, and it is predicted that these savitmival, if they

gAff y2i SEOSt I (K SWes ioSknoNdvlinGdehniguizaslused tddedeS NI/ & ¢
Gadz2dzy RAy3aoé

Admission was 50 cents with special rates for large pattisge the 400 foetong cavern The

proprietors, Larner and Smith, boastedadfiormation of a giant eagle, on whose left wing is the perfect
formation of an antg. Other formatbns includeclad LIS R K | y R & X abuffaid, adoSdhiviah ak S+ R X
child in her armsithe2 QL2 Zlay®x G KS (GdzN] SeQa KSIR



A photograph of the interior of Staunton Caverngfrom the archival files of Gary Boule, Sturgeon
Bay, Wisconsin
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Employees of Staunton Caverns pase top of cavern entrance. JohB. Smith is on the far left.
(Photo courtesy of David Schwartz

Whilethe Staunton Va.News Leadereported{ G dzy G2y /I @SNya GRAR I 0NXaj
closed the William Lamer ledger recorded the income for the first year only totaled $180.X0 one

seems to know when it closedut the Larnerfamily believes it closed shortly after Willi@deathon

December 17, 1910Some reports add several years to that date.



STAUNTON
CAVERNS -

OPEN FRON 7 A. M.
TOS P. M.

Visited daily by many
sightseers.

ADMISSION 50c¢.

Special rates to large
parties.

Reoccurring adn Staunton newspapeilia 1908

William Larner was buried in Thornrose Cemgtehose beauty he helped shap#lilliam Larne&
Companycame to an end with the Great Depression, but their stonevamdt the caverns liven in
Staunton Virginia.

I mpnT Yy SgalLl kibvhdir baR Indakbidivashigre acshort time ago and took flash light
pictures which he said were perfect, and they will alsola®@ i G KS | G G Sy Ndticeyhe 2 F & (0 NI
black pipes carrying the acetylene gasao of the post card.



Staunton Cavern, Staunton, Va.

Staunton Caverns, Staunton, VéFrom the geat-grandchildren of William Larner)

Partiul view of the interior of Staunton Caverns. Wm. Larner, Prop.

Partial view of the interior of Staunton CaverngFrom the geat-grandchildren of William Larner)



It

i s
Partial view of the interior of Staunton Caverns.

Partial view of the interior of Staunton CaverngFromthe collection of Dwane Knowles



Phil and Charlotte Lucas report that after the closing of the daveations from the cave were being
sold to the publicri Staunton. Fran Coblegeanddald K § SNJ 2 ¥ 2 A f ,Hadery refjoitsBeS N &
was in the cave many timedter it closedwith her grandather to gather clay for the Staunton school

systemto be used in art classes



STAUNTON CAVERNS.

Caverns and Quary on Middlebrook Avenue, ten minutes
walk from C. & O. Depot.

FOR SALE

Building Stone. Three grade of Crush stone and land plaster.

Partial views of the interior of Staunton Caverns.

William Larner, Proprietor.

Flyer for Staunton Caverrand Quarry. (From the greagrandchildren of William Larngr



Susanna Larner Arehart, Unknown, and Sarah Larner Williaganst quarry wall near the Staumto
Caverns entranceThe two identified women were daughters of William Larn@rom the great
grandchildren of William Larngr

The Descriptiorof Staunton Caverns

The City of Staunton bought the property containing Staunton Caverns from the Larner family in 1932.
It has since used the lot for public works materials and equipment storage, vetdaiéenance, and
construction debris disposal as back fill against the high wall. For safety reasons the City completely
sealed the mammade entrance

H. H. Douglas in his bodBaves of Virginigpage 117)lists the name of Staunton CavermasStaunton
Quarry(Cave)r City GaragéCave) His description follows:

G¢eKS OF@S ¢Fa RAAO2PUSNBRI GKS f SIvByRrreat@®pSas 6KS
of the hill, leaving a hole through which the hollow interior could be seen. In 1902atiner

family, which came from Maine to Staunton, bought the quarry. They tunneled into the cave,
FALGUSR Al 6AGK | OSGetSyS fA3IKGAZ -BOpeople LISY SR A
6SNB &aK2gy (KNRdAzZAK G(GKS Ol 05 My &y S RS RXG & SiySiNdel §
OFr@S FStf Ayid2 RAAdzAS®E



In 1995 a study was commissioned for the Raute252 road widening project his study was through
aninformal agreement between Virginia Department of Transportation, City of Staunton, and the
VirginiaCave BoardThe Virginia Cave Board, which is a staiard,appointed by the governor of
Virginia to advise him/her on cave and karst issues,3tadnton Caverns (Staunton Quarry €disted
as a significant cavés a resultStaunton Caverns was reiged to be surveyedo accurately place the
cave passages in relationship to the proposed constructidre primary objectives of the survey were
to collect the information necessary to prevent damage to the cave, and to enhance the design and
construction of a safe roadwayTed Andrus, who was heading the survey & taves of Staunton,
headed the survey anghapping project His description of the cave is reprinted below.

&On April 6, 1995, Terri Brown, Bob Thren, Phil Lucas, and Ted Andrus entergidisQuarry
Cave for the purpose of surveying and mapping its passages.

The manmade entrance is located in the south wall of an existing quarry currently owned by the

City of Staunton. Thismanmadel3y Ay 3 A a Of 2 £3R KAS K YohtRe YANBR & | E
oOr & YSiGLFE R22NJ lo2dzi Ay (GKS OSyidSNwW LY&aARS @
masonry wall. This is assumed to be the original gate.

From this entrance the cave splits into a wide passage to the left that slopes down from the
entrance and a narrow walking passage that leads just slightly to the right and up. Soon this
YIENNRg LI &aal3asS tS@gSta FtyR SyRa Fd I mMHQ RNRLI @

The left passage appears to be used by vehicles at one time and contains two metal boxes used
to store explosiveat one time Both the left and right passages are manmade and there is
evidence of the blasting required to open them.

The left passage also enters the first room but on the floor level. This first room has high
vaulted ceilings wherthe first cave formations can be seen.

/| £t2a8SNI AyalLlSOoitArAz2y akKz2ga | FS¢ NROGGAY3I GAYDdSNA
suspected as being the remains of the shelter that once stood over the natural entrance. No
trace of this entrance can be fouradbove ground.

There are two passages of significance leading off from this first room. The first is below the
narrow entrance passage and is low and ends abruptly in a mud plug. Some very nice examples
of boxwork can be found on the right wall and cejlinBBoxwork is not a common feature in this
area.

The second passadgads off to the west and goes high. The upper level of this passage is

almost entirely covered with flowstone of various colors from grey to white. Small pockets of
crystalscanalsod F2dzyR I f2y3 GKA&A fSIHRdbcomEARR Lit A% I 1S4
the proposed work along Middlebrook Avenue.



The main trunk continues from this first room to the southeast where a set of stone steps must
be climbed to enter the second rooat a higher level. This higher room is heavily decorated
with a wide assortment of cave formations.

Small rimstone dams are on the floor with small irregular shaped cave pearls in their pools. Fine
draperies, stalactites, stalagmites and columns covéh balls and ceilings. The left wall is
O2@SNBR gAlGK Ftz2gailiz2yS ySINIe (2 duirBceadmQ OSAT A
the southeast,aly Q RSSLJ LIAG A& Fd @2dzNJ FSSG FyR (GKS SyF

Thepitleadstod 246 al yRe ONI gt gl e GKIFIG SyRa az2vy$sS tnanQ A
wooden ladder in the pit entrance and a small diameter pipe appears here out of a mud plug
and disappears again at a pinch about half way into the crawlway.

The main trunk of the caveednds to the south and southeast with a few passages leading off to

the west, both high and low. The main passage is wetklibWith electric lamps and remnés

2F GKS 2NAIAAYyIE fAIKGAYy3I aeadasSy OlyofoS aSSy (K
passage in this small jewel under the City of Staunton. The final map should be completed by

the end of May 1995.

On the evening of April 6, 1995, Bob Thren, Ted Andrus and David Hubbard returned to the cave
G2 R2 | oA2ft23A0Ff FraaSaavYSyid 2F GKS O gSo¢

Beth Grimm in the entrance as it appeared in 199%rom Al andeth Grimm)



The Geologyf Staunton Caverns

Terri Brown, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Karst Spedesistbed the geology
and hydrology of Staunton Caverns in 19%%er description is reprinted below.

G¢KS O0SRNRBO]l 3G GKS aAdS Aa GKS t26SNJ hNR2GAOA
light-gray, finegrained dolomite, dark to lighgray limestone and dolomite, and dagkay

coarse crystallindolomite (Ruder, 1967). Occasional calcareous shale partings; slickenside

features on bedding planes; micfractured beds of dolomite; and a black micrite bed with

large calcite vugs were noted inside the cave. Lenticular chert beds were observed to form
resistantzones within the more soluble rock matrix.

Structurally, the site is located on the undulating northwestern limb of the Massanutten
Synclinorium. At this location, however, bedrock strikes perpridi to the projected axis of

the syrcline,trending N15 degrees to 25 degrees W and dipping 30 degrees to 40 degrees ENE.
The slickensides indicate that minor movement along bedding planes, such-aadtevhrust
faulting, may have created the local departure from regional trends. An oblique, nestigal
joint system trends N 50 degrees to 65 degrees W and N 50 degrees to 65 degrees E, with
prominent planar spacing atfg@et and similar intervals. In certain areas, fracturing is so dense
that the bedrock exhibits slaty cleavag&he quarry operatioapparently took advantage of
these natural weaknesses in the bedrock, preferentially mining along intersecting joint sets
where extraction of blocks was easiest. The joint sets and fracture zones also facilitated
solutional development of deep, sdilled cutters and fissure caves.

The cave contains approximately 400 linear fefgpassage The main passage generally trends
southeastward from the mamade entranceo a terminal, clayplugged fissure with several
smaller passages branching to the weghe natural, vertical entrance to the cave apps to

have developed via suffton along a deep cutter. The resulting skylight opens to the surface on
the hillside along the southern property boundary. The natural entrance has not been used for
many yeas, and is covered with an old concrete cistern or manhole cover. According to local
legend, the cave was discovered when someone noticed the verticaldsioaibing out

beneath ahollow trunk of a valnut tree that once grew on thispot (Douglas, 1964).

Tunnelling for the quarry operation broke into the largest (entrance) room of the cave at two
elevations. The extremely high @90 feet) ceiling of the entrance room formed along nearly

vertical joints and leads to the natural entrance desadilaove. The entrance room accepts

Y2a4G 2F GKS RNIAYIF3IS FTNRY (GKS /AidGeQa aid2N)3S f
masonry wall.The drainageway terminates in a natural floor drain covered with breakdown

concrete blocks, and blasting rubble in thentex of the room. Mud and silt coatings on the



floor and lower walls of the depression indicate that stormwaters are periodically retained there
before draining completely.

Extensive mining left the entrance room devoid of formations. Two smaller pagagge

leading to the west andorthwest, however, are heavilgecorated with intricate calcite

boxwork protruding from micrdractured dolomite, and excellent examples of calcite/quartz
crystallization and flowstoneThese short, but significant passagesnd the partially blast
damaged west wall of the entrance rooniprobably have the greatest risk of being damaged by
the proposed constructionVoids and instability in this area could also pose future worker and
traveller safety concerns. These risksbe evaluated more accurately when the cave map
overlay is complete.

Southeastward from the entrance, the main passage leads uplangs clay deposits bearing

the afore mentioned inscriptions. The rear section of the cave was not visibly impactid by t
guarry and contains an impressive array of actid®yeloping flowstone, draperies, bacon rind,
rimstone dams, stalactites, and stalagmites. Speleothems are growing from nearly every
bedding surface, and many are tinted red, black, brown, and yeljoardganic impurities and
iron/manganese oxidesMore boxwork adorns the walls and vaulted ceiling of this passageway.
Floe calcite was observed as thin rafts of precipitate on the surface of rimstone pools. A small
passage slants downward from this ro@md terminates in a sanelay filled fissure. A narrow
pipeline extends through the plugged fissure, but is almost completely buried in the sandy clay
FTALE PE
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The Biologyof Staunton Caverns

Biological collections have been conducted in the caverretwin 1988 John R. Holsinger and David

/| dzt GSNJ 02ttt SOGSR al GNRIAf2ESYS SNNBané nfoitstsayr & 2 L2 R
it wasTrichoniscus pusill&randt. Alssome unidentified rhagididd mitesere found.
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There was no evidence of bat habitation.

| dzo o NRQa O2f f S @ éxiegdgddrpprioy dbd ria$ mdt bg epresentative of the caves
full biological potential. The cave has an abundancerofting wood and organics thatould have
ordinarily sustained healthy populations of several cave species. It was suggested that the dry
conditions pevented a fully representativassessment and the sampling should be repeated after
several rain events.

A Significant Virginia Cave

The Codeof Vigy A I | £ f 264 (0 WiStain/alc@rént list®flaNsignifidadt caves in Virginia
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significant cave crdria it can be designated by the Cave Board as a significant cave. The criteria are:
Archaeological, Biological, Depth, Economic, Esthetic, Geological, Historical, Hydrological,

Paleontological, Length, Recreational, and AtmosigheLess than 10 perceof the @ves in Virginia

are listed asignificant. If a cave meets five of the criteria it can be designated aSignyficant cave.

Less than 1 percentf the caves in Virginia are list as Very Significant.

The Cave Board lists Staunton Quarry G&t@unton Caverns) as being significant in three categories:
Economic, Geological, and Historical. A description of the criteria follows:

Economic: Caves usedommercially as tourist attractions, either as private enterprises or by state or
regional pak authorities; or caves presently uséor water supplies, agriculture, storage, or social or
manufacturing functions.

Geological- Caves that exhibit outstanding or classic examples of physical features relative to cave
development (speleogenesis), geomphology and mineralogy, such as maze patterns, modifications by
vadose action, evidence of phreatic solution, excavation along joints, bedding planes, or faults, large
rooms or passages, dome pits, breakdown, stratified fill, rare or unusual mineraditiep cetera; or
caves that are unique to a given area.

Historical - Caves that contain relatively waqiteserved evidence of saltpetre mining during the War of
1812 or the War of Northern Aggréss; or caves that were useat visited by man for varigs purposes



during critical periods in the history of the state or the country and for which good documentation
exists.

Phil Lucas, who lived in Staunton for 12 years as a youth and was guilty of sneaking into the cave, was
president of the Virginia Spellagical Survey for 33 years, aisé& former member and chairman of the
Virgina Cave Boardemembers StauntoQuarry Cave being added to the Sigant Cave List. It met

the Economic criteria because it was being used to store dynaarittequipment.It met the

Ceological criteria because of its evidence of phreatic solution, the unusual bedding planes it is formed
in, and the unusual colors and mineral dsgis in the cave. It met thei$forical criteria because it was

the first cave in the United 8tes to use acetylene lights and piping to light the caverns.

Terri Brownin 1995 suggested deleting thedhomic criteria and adding theyidrological criteria for
Staunton Caerns. The description for theykrological criteria is below:

Hydrological- Cave containing streams that contribute substantially to the overall drainage pattern of a
given karst area; or caves with spring entrances that mark the resurgence of major underground streams
(i.e., karst springs)

While Terri Bown did not make her cader her recommendation of adding theydrological criteria the
evidence may be in her notes at the Department of Conservation and Recreation. In-aiitterl

cower letter to an early memaon theVa.Route 252 poject, she mentioned monitdng a halidozen

karst springs along Lewis Creek, which flows past Staunton Caverns. It is possible that the water from
Staunton Caverns recharges one or more of these springs.

If Staunton Caverns is hydogically significant as Ternid®vn suggestedand ifbiologcal sampling at
the proper time could confirm that this cavediso biologically significarthen Staunton Caverns may
qualify as a/ery Significant Virginia cave.

TheFuture of Staunton Caverns

Terri Brown, of the Virginia Department of Conservatiordd&ecreation, in het995report to Virginia
Department of TransportationCity ofStaunton, and Virginia Cave Bdasaid,

G¢KS LINBaSNBFiAz2zy 2F (GKS {GrFdzyi2y vdzZ NNB /I @S
one of the most useful tools yet for fostering the wider public awareness of karstlands.

If damage to the west walls and passages of the cave can be minimized theihighway
construction project, the City should consider 1) cleaning up the lot and adding parking facilities,
2) modifying the mammade entrance for safety, 3) opening the cave only for guided,

educational tours to school and youth groups, and 4)aest/securing the natural entrance to
SyO02dzNy 3S ol G KFIOAGFGA2Y ®E



The Virginia Department of Transportation wall protecting Staunton Cavermkis wall and moving
the Route 252 rightof-way to the northwest, away from the cave, were the measures agreed upon to
protect Staunton CaverngPhotograph from thé.ambertarchives, Monterey, Mginia)

Terri also wrote,

G ¢ KS yI (i dzNéchave tontdnlsignifieadt gaic features andeleothemsg including
boxwork, rimstone, and draperiesthat originate from a &riety of speleological processes

under hydrologic conditions ranging from the vadosesuttraqueous. This small easily

accessible cave could be developed into a valuableathnal resource for local or regional
environmental education purposes. Most people living in karst areas do not understand the
nature and vulnerability of karst resources, and few have the opportunity to view karst
processes from a subterranean persfee. The preservation of the Staunton Quarry Cave for
environmental education purposes could be one of the most useful tools yet fostering the wider
LJdzof AO | ¢l NBySaa 2F {FINRAGII yRa®dé



This report sparked interest from the Virginia Region of the NatioreleSjogical Society who triad
1996to work out a solution with the Cityf&taunton to get Staunton Caverogen for educational
and/or recreational purposesThose efforts failedAlso, theStaunton, Va.News Leadehas
guestioned why the City oft&inton has note-opened andiused the cave for educational or
recreational purposes as recently as 1998 and 2005.

Shortly after the widening projecthe City of Staunton changed City Managers and the Commonwealth
of Virginia changed Karst Specialiskaunton Caverns was forgotterin 2017, the Virginia Cave Board
held a meeting in Staunton and asked the City of Staunton to allow them into the cave to determine if
the engineering measures agreed updid protectthe cave fromthe Route 252videning prgect. The
OAGe YIFyl3aSN Ay T2 NB&&aydars 8go the @hBfoundblastidey capKir tiie cave.
They appeared to have fallen from the ceiling. Alarmed, we sealed off the doorway entrance with a
OAYRSNDEt201 FYR Y2NIFN 6 ff dé

Terri Browmotedthat the cave can represent an asset or a liability to the City of Staunton. It appears

the City seesitas aliabilit. y G KA a +F3S 2F a1t NBRG ¢l NBySaae { Gl dzy
LINPOot SYa gAGK a2t dzi A 2y 2om the Vir@iiva CHv2 Béard, defdthd KS / Ade 27
Commonwealt® Karst Specialist cehange Staunton Caverns from a liability to an asset, not only for

the City of Staunton bulsofor the Commonwealth of Virginia.




The entrance to Staunton Caverns as it lodgkgay. The door has been removed, the opening blocked
with cinderblocks, and a berm of dirt has been pushed in front of the afPhotograph from the
Lambert achives, Monterey, Mginia)
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1995 Photograph of stalactites in Staunton CavertiRhoto from Al and@eth Grimn)



